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SOLID  OR  VENEZR? 


Almost  everyone  has  had  the  experience  of  inspecting  a  new 


piece  of  furniture  and  hearing  the  owner  proudly  say:  "This  is  solid;  not 
veneer. 11 

The  "belief  that  furniture  made  from  solid  woods  is  always 
superior  to  that  ma.de  of  veneers  is  rather  common  "but  is  not  true,  says 


the  finest  pieces  of  furniture  in  existence,  a  deck  made  for  Louis  XV  of 
France,  is  made  of  veneers.     Workmen  spent  9  years  making  it. 

Both  types  of  construction  have  their  advantages,  says 

 .   She  lists  the  following  points  in  favor  of  solid 

furniture:     The  wood  can  "be  carved.     If  any  of  the  surface  chips  off,  the 
same  kind  of  wood  is  exposed.    And  if  the  piece  needs  refinishing,  it  can  "be 
sandpapered  or  planed  down.     It  has  no  surface  layers  to  loosen  and  pull  off, 
an  accident  which  may  happen  to  poorly  glued  veneer  panels. 

On  the  other  hand,  a  well-made  veneered  or  "plywood"  panel 
with  3  to  5  thin  layers  of  wood  glued  together,  each  across  the  grain  of  the 
other,  is  stronger  in  some  respects  than  a  single  "board  of  the  same  thickness. 
Usually  it  will  not  shrink,  check,  or  warp  to  any  serious  extent.     The  cores 
of  the  veneered  parts  may  he  made  of  softer,  lighter,  and  cheaper  lumoer,  so 
that  the  finished  piece  may  he  sold  for  less  than  a  similar  article  of  one 
solid  wood.  The  charm  of  highly  figured  woods  which  are  not  practical  to  use 
in  thick  sizes  can  "be  ohtained  hy  using  face  veneers.     When  very  thin  veneer 
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is  cut  from  a  "beautiful  figured  wood,  several  consecutive  layers  will  match 
in  pattern  so  that  "beautiful  symmetrical  designs  can  be  developed  for  such 
furniture  as  desk  tops,  table  tops,  or  "bedsteads.     Again,  curved  and  irregu- 
lar surfaces  can  "be  produced  by  gluing  veneer  together  in  shaped  forms.  This 
would  be  impossible  with  solid  lumber. 
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